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loid, the malady continues, and in snch circumstances the bromide of potassium 
appears to be beneficial as a subordinate agent. A case seen by Dr. Tallin in 
the hospital of Batna, in Algeria, first drew his attention to the subject. A 
patient Buffering from ague had been treated in vain by the sulphate of quinia. 
given by the mouth, in injections, and hypodermically; notwithstanding^ these 
and other similar measures the disease returned every morning at the same time 
and with great arid extraordinary violence. Dr. Tallin was therefore induced 
to ask lumseir whether in such a case there was not an unusual complication of 
disorder of the nervous system together with the ordinary paludal cachexia, and 
hence he thought of employing the bromide of potassium, which appeal to 
have the power of allaying spinal irritation, and is therefore used in epileptic 
and other kindred affections At the end of three days after employing the 
bromide the fever disappeared for the first time for three weeks and did not 
reappear Tor a week In six other cases he employed the same remedy, with 
results somewhat different, but generally satisfactory. He thinks that the bro¬ 
mide probably acts less against the periodicity of the fever than against some 
concomitant disorder of the cerebro-spmal functions; that perhaps an exag¬ 
gerated sensibility of the spinal cord or some nervous exhaustion may favour 
the return of the paroxysms; and that the bromide may in such cases, by 
calming the nervous excitement, assist the action of the quinia. Whatever 
may be the explanation, the results were satisfactory in several cases which ure 
recorded by Dr. \ allin; four were instances where the treatment was certainly 
beneficial but m two others the results were doubtful, and in three more the 
treatment faded altogether. In an additional case mentioned, a ward attendant 
who had suffered previously from attacks of rever. and subsequently had an 
attack of neuralgia which resisted quinia and hypodermic injections of morphia, 
was relieved most materially by the use of the bromide of potassium in large 
doses, which not only seemed to cut short some of the paroxysms, but to render 
others more supportable, and to allow the renewed use of the sulphate of quinia 
and thus complete the cure.— Brit, and For. Med.-Chir. Rev., April, 1874 
from Bull. Gin. de Thirap., Nov. 30,1873. 

27. Carbolic Add in Intermittent Fever— Surgeon McNai.i.v states (Indian 
Mtu. fra:., April 1, 18<4) that he made trial of carbolic acid in the treatment 
or uncomplicated intermittent fever during an extensive prevalence of this dis¬ 
ease in the 3d Regiment, at Secunderabad. “ These trials,” he says, •* prove 
at least that carbolic acid is much inferior to any of the other remedies em¬ 
ployed. It is now my belief that this medicine is of no value whatever in the 
treatment of intermittent fever, and that the patients would have got well as 
won with the usual aid of a purgative, rest, and a blanket. In some cases (not 
recorded) a few doses of quinia or of quinidia were sufficient for cure after 
the marked failure of carbolic acid. I am not in a position to speak positively 
with regard to the reputed diaphoretic action of carbolic acid, but I think it is 
very doubtful. Abundant diaphoresis certainly did occur in the patients who 
were taking it, but also occurred in the patients who were not. Irritability of 
itomuch was a common accompaniment of the fever which prevailed in this 
corns during the past year; and, contrary to what might bo expected, carbolic 
acid did not seem to alleviate it in any case. These observations are, I think 
infficient to establish that carbolic acid cannot be relied upon in the general 
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28. Hypodermic Injection of Carbolic Acid in Erysipelas.— Dr. Aitrecht 
° Magdeburg, having last year lost four patients or advanced age who were 
attacked by erysipelas of the extremities after injury, determined to try the 
eject of carbolic acid, and in a short paper in the Centralblatt for February 

he com mun ica te s the results which he obtained in two cases. If (he ob- 
•erves) it be true thut erysipelas in snch cases as these arises from the pene- 
iration or organisms into the subcutaneous tissue, and their multiplication there 
ana ir carbolic acid possess the power of destroying snch organisms or of imped¬ 
ing their injurious influence, this snbstauce should be able to prevent the 
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spreading of the erysipelas, and to a certain extent diminish its danger. In 
order to ascertain whether carbolic acid may be hypodermically employed 
withont any ill consequence, he experimented upon himself with a 1 per cent 
solution, of which he threw in six decigrammes at a time— i. e., the amount 
contained in an ordinary Pravaz’s syringe. Neither local nor general ill-effect 
resulted. Since then he has employed the injection in two cases—the one a 
woman aged fifty-six, with erysipelas of the forearm and the hand, arising 
from a slight abrasion; and the other a man, aged eighty-two, with erysipelas 
of the thigh following slight ulceration of a cicatrix. In the first case five in¬ 
jections were employed during three successive days, and in the second four 
injections within two days. The injections were thrown into the sound sub¬ 
cutaneous tissue just beyond the margin of the erysipelas as it advanced 
towards the trunk. Its progress was at once arrested in the direction where 
the injections were mude, the injection being repeated in consequence of some 
insular erysipelas appearing beyond the first injection-points. More remark¬ 
able still than thiB limitation of the erysipelas was the decided influence of 
the injections in diminishing the febrile action and the frequency of the 
pulse, and in inducing a general improvement in the patients’ condition. 
Convalescence was quite satisfactory in both patients.— Med. Times and (Joz., 
March 28, 1874. 

29. Guarana in Chronic Rheumatism.— Mr. E. A. Rawson states [Irish 
Hasp. Gaz., April 15th, 1874) that when suffering severely from lumbago, and 
other remedies failing, he tried guarana as an experiment. He took 15 grs. in 
hot water, with cream and sugar, and experienced entire relief from pain for 24 
hours. When the lumbago returned he took another dose with the same result. 
“ I gradually,” he says, “increased the dose to 40 grs., and took it regularly, 
onco a day, for about a week. The lumbago disappeared. I gave up the 
guarana, and in a few days the pain in the back returned. A 40 gr. dose re¬ 
moved it, and it did not return for several days afterwards. Now, whenever it 
docs, I have my remedy at hand. During the last month I have experimented 
largely with guarana on a variety of patients, rich and poor. The results vary. 
When the puin is acute, coming on with sharp stings, guarana acts like magic; 
when it is of a dull, aching character, the drug is slower in its action, and seve¬ 
ral doses must be taken before any decided benefit can be perceived. 

“ I have come to the following conclusion, viz., that whenever the fibrous en¬ 
velopes of nerves, the aponeurotic sheath of muscles, the fascia: or tendons are 
the parts affected, guarana gives, if not instantaneous, at least very immediate 
relief, which will last from twelve to twenty-four hours; and I confidently ex¬ 
pect that perseverance in the use of the drug, gradually increasing the dose up 
to 40 grs., will entirely remove any of the above mentioned kinds of rheumatism. 

“ Of the good effects of guarana on nervous hemicrania there is no doubt; 
and I trust it will prove, in other hands, as valuable against rheumatism as it 
has in mine." 

30. Gelscminum in Odontalgia and Facial Neuralgia. —Dr. J. Sawyer, of 
London, nnd Dr. E. Mackey, of Birmingham, extol [Brit. Med. Joum., May 2) 
the efficacy of tincture of gelseminum, made from two ounces of coarsely pow¬ 
dered gelseminum root macerated in a pint of rectified spirit, for the relief of 
odontalgia nnd facial neuralgia. The dose is from five to twenty drops every 
six hours. Dr. Sawyer says that out of about twenty cases the use of the 
remedy has not failed to give decided and lasting relief in more than three or 
four. 

31. Internal Use of Sulphate of Atropia for Profuse Sweating.— Pr. 
Frantz el has tested the power of sulphate of atropiain checking profuse 
sweating in 75 cases in the Charit6 in Berlin, and is very well satisfied with 
the results obtained. He gives ^ a th of a grain in pill, and in only four cases 
was he required to discontinue it on account of diarrhoea. He uses it not only 
in the sweating of phthisis but also in that of other diseases, such os acute 
rheumatism, or convalescence from trichiniasis. The author supposes that it 



